New methods for the detection of HIV.
In the past few years, several strides have been made in the ability to detect the presence of HIV-1 and HIV-2. This article discusses recent advances in serologic testing, including routine ELISA and Western blot tests, rapid HIV tests, home collection kits, and HIV tests using nonserum samples. The clinical application of nucleic acid-based tests also is discussed. Finally, appropriate use of these tests in both acute HIV-1 infection and in infants is reviewed.